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1983/84 SEED EXPORTS REACH A RECORD $328 MILLION 
SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled a record $328 million in 1983/84, 
8 percent above the previous July-June marketing year. Increases in value 
were experienced by all types of seeds except forage, corn and seeds not 
reported separately. The total quantity of exports of seeds increased 

10 percent to 268,452 metric tons for the year. Continued strength of the 
U.S. dollar as well as non-tariff barriers in several important markets 
restricted further export growth. 


Total forage seed exports declined 11 percent in volume to 47,742 metric tons, 
and 6 percent in value to $63.7 million. Shipments to Canada and Japan, the 
largest markets for U.S. forage seeds, totaled $12.6 million and $9.2 million, 
down 3 percent and 5 percent, respectively. Shipments to Mexico rebounded 
this year to 3,882 metric tons valued at $6.1 million. Shipments to the 
European Community (EC) slid 21 percent to $14.4 million for the past 
marketing year. Sales to Saudi Arabia increased almost a third to $4.1 
million while shipments of forage seeds to Australia were steady at $4.0 
million in value. 


Certified alfalfa seed was the highest value forage seed export item, reaching 
$14.7 million. Major destinations for certified alfalfa seed shipments were 
Mexico, Canada and Saudi Arabia. Clover seed exports declined 15 percent to 
2,861 metric tons valued at $7.3 million. Canada, Italy and Japan were major 
markets for clover seeds. Bent grass and Kentucky bluegrass seed exports 
declined 22 percent to 1,853 metric tons and 37 percent to 4,585 metric tons, 
respectively. Fescue seed exports totaled 5,120 metric tons, 19 percent under 
the previous marketing year. Ryegrass seed exports declined 8 percent to 
13,175 metric tons with a value of $8.7 million. Sudan grass seed exports 
increased 55 percent to 2,871 metric tons valued at $2.3 million. Major sudan 
grass seed markets were South Africa, France and Saudi Arabia. 


Total vegetable seed exports rose 19 percent to $126.0 million, 38 percent of 
total U.S. seed exports for the marketing year. Major markets were Japan, 
Mexico, Iraq and Canada with shipments to these countries totaling $22.9 
million, $13.4 million, $11.7 million and $10.1 million, respectively. 
Exports to the EC declined 3 percent to $30.1 million. Largest individual 
kinds exported were sweet corn and radish seeds, $12.1 million each, and bean 
and pea seeds with $10.7 million and $10.6 million, respectively. Japan was 
the principal radish seed market with shipments totaling $10.9 million, 

91 percent of total radish seed exports. Exports of all vegetable seeds 
increased over the previous marketing year except bean, onion and pea seeds 
which declined 7 percent, 24 percent and 6 percent, respectively. 


Flower seed exports continued an upward trend, totaling $7.5 million in value, 
an increase of 41 percent for the July 1983-June 1984 marketing year. The 
principal markets were France, the United Kingdom and Canada with shipments 
totaling $1.3 million, $1.2 million and $1.0 million respectively. These 
markets received 46 percent of total U.S. flower seed shipments. 


Corn seed exports declined 8 percent in value to $58.2 million, but totaled 
43,043 metric tons, an increase of 18 percent in volume for the marketing 
year. Exports to Mexico totaled 20,290 metric tons, or 4/7 percent of total 
corn seed shipments. Exports to the EC dropped sharply to 7,946 metric tons, 
53 percent below a year ago. Shipments to Italy slipped 50 percent to 5,138 
metric tons. Exports to Saudi Arabia and Jordan were very active, totaling 
3,591 metric tons and 3,255 metric tons, respectively. 


Grain sorghum seed exports increased 5 percent to 38,205 metric tons valued at 
$31.8 million. Mexico was the largest market, totaling 21,148 metric tons, 55 
percent of total U.S. grain sorghum seed shipments. Exports to Venezuela 
increased 45 percent to 4,605 metric tons. South Africa and Japan were also 
large markets for U.S. sorghum seed during the last marketing year. 


Soybean seed exports rebounded during the last year, totaling 42,609 metric 
tons, an increase of 89 percent, with a total value of $16.0 million. Mexico, 
the largest market, was very active with shipments increasing 183 percent to 
29,972 metric tons valued at $10.3 million for the year. Shipments to Japan 
more than doubled, totaling 2,643 metric tons. Turkey, Korea and Italy were 
also important markets, taking 2,554 tons, 2,294 tons and 2,208 tons, 
respectively, for the year. 


Sugar beet seed exports were steady, increasing 7 percent to 2,048 metric tons 
valued at $4.1 million. Sweden continued as the major market with shipments 
totaling 1,584 tons. Other markets included Denmark and Canada with shipments 
of 288 tons and 96 tons, respectively. 


Over half (55 percent) of U.S. seed exports on a value basis went to five 
markets -- Mexico, Japan, Canada, Italy and the Netherlands. Shipments to 
Mexico, the largest market, increased 57 percent to $72.7 million, reflecting 
an improvement in the economy. Exports to Mexico totaled 22 percent of total 
export value. These shipments included forage seeds, $6.1 million; vegetable 
seeds, $13.4 million; corn seed, $24.8 million; grain sorghum seed, $16.0 
million; and soybean seed, $10.3 million. 


Exports to Japan, the second largest market, increased 18 percent to $40.8 
million. Vegetable seeds led exports to Japan again last year, totaling $22.9 
million, an increase of 63 percent. Shipments of forage seeds and corn seed 
totaled $9.2 million and $4.5 million, respectively. Grain sorghum seed and 
soybean seed exports each totaled $1.1 million for the marketing year. 


Seed exports to the EC declined 24 percent to $75.3 million for the marketing 
year which ended June 30, 1984. Vegetable seeds were the top item, valued at 
$30.1 million, followed by corn seed ($16.9 million) and forage seeds ($14.4 
million). U.S. grain sorghum seed exports to the EC declined 16 percent to 
$1.7 million, and soybean seed exports dropped 70 percent to $1.1 million. 
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


USDA‘s Foreign Agricultural Service issues regular reports on the supply and demand situation for commodities around 
the world. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each circular you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on US. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be 
accepted in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Room 4644-South Building 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 

Mailing Mailing 

10022 COCOA (2 issues) $ 3.00 $ 4.00 

10003 COFFEE (3 iewes) 5.00 10.00 

10004 COTTON (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (6 ismes) 14.00 22.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 41.00 58.00 
GRAINS: 
5 10010 WORLD GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (18 issues) 31.00 45.00 
2 eh ema FOOT EXPORT MARKETS FOR US. GRAIN (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
ee ee 10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
go ee 10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 66.00 95.00 
ee ee BOOTS HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
ee 10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 45.00 
ja A ieee 1 OO 47, SEEDS (4 ieswes) 9.00 15.00 
_— | © 10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 iswes) 7.00 11,00 
i ee OOS TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
pee ee WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
ee at ee OOLS WOOD PRODUCTS (4 issues) 7.00 10.00 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 


ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 


FAS-829 (Rev. 5-84) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20280 POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA-FAS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
ess ‘ 
OFFICIAL BUSI PERMIT No. G-262 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, 6300 


if your address should be changed ___ PRINT 
OR TYPE the new eddress, including ZIP CODE end 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope ta 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 6918 Se. 
U.S. Oepsrtment of Agriculture 
Washington, 0.C. 20250 


